
English language holds a very important 
place in our scheme of studies. It had its origin from 
the West Germany.  It is one of the most popularly 
used languages which makes communication easy 
across the world. English came to India with the 
advent of East India Company, as they were in search 
of Indian mediators who could help them to 
administer India and wanted to produce a class of 
persons Indian in blood and colour but British in 
tastes, in opinions, morals and in intellect. They 
proved successful as today English is taught for its 
practical use and it is a medium of instruction to 
study the scientific and technical subjects at higher 
level. It acts as a link language in India and around 
the world because world's newspapers, scientific 
periodicals, radio stations use English as the medium 
of communication. It is means of communication, 
trade, many entrance exams, official language of 
UNO and various agencies and tries to develop the 
feelings of brotherhood among people. But 

maximum people find problem in learning this 
language. They commit many mistakes while 
speaking and writing it. So, the acquisition of this 
language is in trial and error process. 
Previously committing errors was defined asa sin but 
now the linguists stresses on the importance of 
learners' errors. Cunningworth (1987) viewed that 
errors are systematic deviations from the norms of 
the language being learned. It is a natural process 
unconsciously followed by the learners of English 
language whose mother tongue is not English. Coder 
(1975) even believes that learners' errors should be 
categorized and analyzed, and the psychological 
process of how learners commit such errors should 
be studied. It plays an indispensable role in 
understanding second language acquisition. It is 
therefore necessary for teachers, researchers and 
learners themselves to understand and try to explain 
why learners are making errors (Allen &Corder, 
1975).
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ABSTRACT
The present study has been designed to investigate the common errors committed by law students in relation 

to their intelligence. 155 Students pursuing three year law course from the four districts i.e. Bathinda, Sangrur 

Patiala and Muktsar were randomly collected. General Intelligence Test by Dr. K.S. Mishra and Dr. S.K. Pal 

(2007) and self-made test in written English were used to find out the different types of errors. The results 

showed that there was negative and significant relationship between the Intelligence and error score in 

written English of Boys, Girls and the total sample of Law students. High Intelligent Law students (Boys and 

Girls) had committed less number of errors in written English as compared to low Intelligent one and vice-

versa. Both Boys and Girls committed highest percentage of the errors in the area of Sentence formation and 

lowest in the area of Spellings. All the Law students had committed all types of errors in written English that 

are Punctuations, Vocabulary, Spellings and Sentence formation. Greater percentage of Boys had committed 

errors in the area of Punctuation, whereas more percentage of Girls had committed errors in the areas of 

Vocabulary and Spellings.  Almost equal percentage of Boys and Girls had committed errors in the area of 

Sentence Formation. Law student boys are less intelligent than their counterpart
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It is generally observed that students 
commit errors in Punctuation, Vocabulary, Spellings 
and Sentence formation. A large number of students 
has limited Vocabulary. The basic foundation of any 
type of language skill cannot go without proper 
vocabulary potential. Next are errors in Punctuation. 
To convey the proper sense, proper knowledge of 
punctuation marks is mandatory. After this comes 
the errors in Spellings.There are no rules for 
spellings, it is only through practice and experience 
that one tends to learn it. The types of errors that are 
most current among students are additions, 
insertions, substitution, transposition and phonetic 
errors. Many students commit error in the Sentence 
Formation. They usually commit mistakes in the 
structure or formation of sentences in regard to the 
use of certain rules of grammar and proper use of 
tenses. Many factors  contribute towards errors in 
use of language like age, intelligence, aptitude, 
attitude,strategies, locale, gender, etc. are the  
prominent and  causative factors. Intelligence seems 
to be the most common factor affecting acquisition 
of any language.
Alfred Binet was first of all to define intelligence as 
the ability to judge well, to comprehend and to 
reason well. According to Stern (1914), Intelligence 
is the general capacity of an individual to consciously 
adjust his thinking to new requirements. It is general 
mental adaptability to new problems and conditions 
of life. Allword Dictionary (2006) states, Intelligence 
is the ability to use memory, knowledge, experience, 
understanding, reasoning, imagination and 
judgment in order to solve problems and adapt to 
new situations of problems which requires the 
comprehension and use of symbols. According to 
Wechsler (1944), Intelligence is the aggregate or 
global capacity of an individual to act purposefully to 
think rationally and to deal effectively with his 
environment.
Thus, Intelligence is to see the right thing, at a right 
moment, in a right way. It is the general capacity to 
understand and meet with the situations 
successfully that life may present. An intelligent 
person has the ability to adjust himself with ease, 
efficiency and speed. He has the capacity to 
assimilate ideas very quickly and clearly.
According to Brown (2000), the greatest barrier to 
second language learning is a matter of memory, in 

the sense that if you could remember just everything 
you were taught, or you ever heard, you would be a 
very successful language learner. According to Janik 
(2004), Intelligence is usually, defined and measured 
in terms of linguistic and logico-mathematical 
abilities. Gardner's (1983) states that linguistics 
(involved in reading, writing, listening and talking) 
acts as major factor in determining intelligence. 
McLaughlin (1987) suggests that intelligence is an 
important factor in determining the success of 
second language acquisition. Subramaniam (2009), 
Ijaz, Muhammad Tayyib.et al. (2014), Mohaghegh et 
al. (2011) found that most common types of errors in 
their writings areverb-tense errors, spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, articles, preposition, 
subject verb agreement and double negation, 
singular plural, pronoun.Jarad (2008), Salem (2006) 
analysis has shown statistically significant 
differences between the performance of males and 
females in favour of females. Genesee (1976) and 
Bahadur (2009) suggested that there is a 
relationship between intelligence and second 
language acquisition. Larsen-Freeman and Long 
(1991), Yan (2009) claimed that females are better 
than males in first and second language acquisition. 
It has generally been found that all the graduate 
students especially law students, are committing 
errors in their written English. This is due the fact 
that English is a foreign language. Law students have 
been selected for this present study, because English 
is mandatory for them in high courts and supreme 
courts of India. This is the medium for drafting as 
well as presenting the cases for them otherwise they 
would not be able to express themselves fully. 
However, they are born with adequate Intelligence. 
In order to avoid all these problems, the investigator 
has chosen to analyze the errors committed by law 
students. 
OBJECTIVES 
1. To study the relationship between the 

errors committed by Law students in 
written English and Intelligence.

2. To classify the types of errors commonly 
committed by law students.

3. To study the gender differences with 
respect to the errors committed in written 
English by law students.

4. To know the gender differences on the 
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basis of intelligence scores of  Law 
students.

METHOD AND PROCEDURE  
Random Sampling technique was employed. A total 
sample consisted of 155 law students selected from 
four districts namely Bathinda, Sangrur, Patiala and 
Mukstar of Punjab were taken for the investigation. 
The sample consisted of boys and girls, rural and 

urban doing three years LLB course.
Measures
1. Test of General Intelligence by Dr. K.S. 

Mishra and Dr. S.K. Pal (2007).
2. A self-made diagnostic test in written 

English to find out the different types of 
errors.

Table 1 Showing values of Correlations

Correlation

Variable

Subject Correlation

Value

Degree of Freedom

r(a,b)

r(c,d)

r(e,f) N= 64

N= 91

N=155

-0.448

-0.627

-0.563

62

89

153

Percentage of the

 Law Students

Type of Errors

committed

t-value Interpretation

Boys Girls

Significant

Significant

Significant

Non-

Significant
Sentence formation

Spellings

Vocabulary

Punctuation 87.91

94.51

67.03

100

85.94

95.31

5.62

82.81

100

3.83

7.64

0

Table 1 clearly indicates that the value of product 
moment coefficient of correlation between 
Intelligence scores and error scores in written 
English for the total sample was found to be the 
order of 'r'  = -0.563 (df = 153, N= 155) depicting (a,b)

that there is significant and negative correlation 
between the Intelligence and error scores in written 
English of law students. The coefficients of 
correlation value for Boys and Girls revealed 
significant and negative of the order of r = -0.627 (c,d)

(df =89, N =91) and r = -0.448 (df =62, N =64) (e,f)

indicating negative and significant correlation 
between the variables taken. The magnitude of 
coefficient of correlation in case of Boys is higher 
than those of Girls. It indicates that Boys  commit 
more number of errors than those of Girls. Thus the 
first hypotheses stating that there will be no 
significant relationship between Intelligence and 
error scores in written English of the law students 
stands rejected.

Table 2: Showing t-values for Boys and Girls on the basis of types of errors committed 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
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Interpretationt-valueS.D.MeanTypeSr. No.

Non- Significant0.09

Girls

Boys

34.39

34.09 8.82

6.672.

1.

Perusal of table 2 clearly shows that Boys and Girls 
differ significantly in making errors in the area of 
Punctuation, Vocabulary and Spellings as the values 
of the t-test (t=5.62, t=3.83 and (t=7.64) applied are 
found to be significant at 0.05 and 0.01 levels. 
However, the percentage of the Girls (P=95.31 and 
P=82.81) in committing errors in the area of 

vocabulary and spellings is higher than that of Boys 
(P=94.51 and P=67.03) but the reverse is true in the 
area of punctuation (Boys' P=87.91 and Girls' 
P=85.94). The result of table 2 clearly reveals that 
Boys and Girls do not differ significantly in 
committing errors in the area of sentence formation 
as the value of the t-test (t= 0) applied is found to be 
non-Significant. 

TABLE 3 Showing t-value between Boys and Girls on the basis of their intelligence

The table 4 clearly indicates that boys and girls do 
not differ significantly in their Intelligence score as 
the values of the t-test applied are found to be 
(t=0.09) non-significant. Thus, the fifth hypothesis 
stating that Boys and Girls law students do not differ 
on the basis of their Intelligence stands verified and 
hence accepted. 

Conclusions
On the basis of analysis of data the conclusions of 
the study are as follows:
1. High Intelligent Law students (Boys, Girls,) 

committed less number of errors in written 
English as compared to low intelligent ones 
and vice-versa.

2. Both Boys and Girls have committed highest 
percentage of the error in the area of 
Sentence formation and lowest in the area 
of Spellings.

3. Greater percentages of the Boys have 
committed errors  in  the area of  
Punctuation, whereas more percentage of 
the Girls has committed errors in the areas 
of Vocabulary and Spellings.

4. Almost equal percentage of the Boys and 
Girls have committed errors in the area of 
Sentence Formation.

5. Boys and girls are equally intelligent.
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